
Twenty-fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year A, 17th September 2023
‘The Lord is compassion and love, slow to anger and rich in mercy ’

    
         

           The readings for this Sunday remind us again of God’s boundless love and compassion. God’s

unconditional love for us, and the sacrifice of Jesus’s death, mean there is no limit to the mercy we receive;

nor can there be to the compassion and forgiveness we show to others.

           The First Reading from Ecclesiasticus exhorts us to avoid resentment, anger and hatred, and live by

God’s commandments. Showing true forgiveness and having compassion for others, whatever the hurt we

have experienced ourselves, will set us free.

         The Psalm is a hymn of praise and thanksgiving to the Lord. We are reminded that we are not treated

according to our sins: we receive the unimaginable depth and breadth of God’s love and forgiveness.

           In the Second Reading, St Paul teaches the Romans how the life we live influences those around us.

We belong to Christ, Lord of the dead and the living, and it is through the way we live and die that we lead

others to him.

          The Gospel parable of the merciful king and his unforgiving servant reiterates the key message that

we must love and forgive others because of the love and compassion God has shown us, in spite of the

depth of our sins.

          This week, perhaps we can pray for those who are unable to forgive. We think of those who remain

trapped in the cycles of bitterness and division, which in so many parts of the world, lead to violence and

war.

         

                                                     

MASS TIMES

 
Weekday Mass

Weekend Mass

Saturday 9 am & 5 pm
Sunday 9 am & 11 am

 Monday, Wednesday 
&  Thursday - 9 am

Tuesday & Friday - 7 pm
 

Sacrament Of Confession
Saturday 9.30 am - 10am

 4 pm - 4.30 pm 
or by appointment

 

 PARISH OFFICE HOURS

Tuesday To Friday

10:00am - 4.30pm
Lunch Break 12pm - 1pm
 

Saturday
10.00am - 12:00 noon

 

Office is closed on
Monday

 

 

 

HOLY SPIRIT PARISH
 
                   244 Lawrence Street, New Westminster, BC. V3M 5L1

 
    https://holyspiritnewwest.ca           email: parish.hs@rcav.org

 
PHONE: 604-521-0334 

PASTOR - Rev. Joaquim Dias

 

In his intention for September  2023, Pope Francis prays:
 

We pray for those persons living on the margins of society, in
inhumane life conditions; may they not be overlooked by institutions

and never considered of lesser importance.
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'Acts' of the Various Apostles
Thursday, September 21, at 4 p.m.

1.  The Way of Beauty: Encountering Jesus in Scripture and the Arts

          
          The Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops (CCCB) Office invites leaders of
catechesis and evangelization to The Way of Beauty, a webinar series that reflects on beauty
and its powerful witness in the life of the Church.  
             

             Beauty and Liturgy
            Thursday, September 21,    10 a.m.      Speaker: Fr. Paul Massel

            Register for free

2.    The Early Christian Tradition and the Active Imagination

        Discover the hidden depths of Christian tradition in this engaging online seminar! Join Fr.
Scott Lewis, a member of the Society of Jesus and Dean Emeritus of Regis College, as he
delves into the early Christian apocrypha, exploring lost gospels, letters, and prophecies.
Ignatian Spirituality encourages active imagination in the pursuit of knowledge and
spirituality. Come and dive into the: 

                                                                                           Online via Zoom

3.   Upper Room is a conference that inspires and connects hundreds of Catholics in pursuit
of transforming their parishes into missionary outposts
     
          By attending Upper Room 2023, you’ll tap into a wealth of knowledge, resources, and
inspiration. Gain the necessary tools and inspiration to propel your ministry forward,
unlocking its full potential and making a lasting impact on your community
          
          September 23, 2023   Saturday           8 AM – 6 PM
          Pacific Academy    10238 168 St.        Surrey, BC V4N 1Z4
          https://upperroom.rcav.org/register/           $75 Per person

              
       

Parish Ministries, Organization
& Services

Altar Servers Ministry

Be The Light Ministry
Coordinator: Noli Pangilinan

Catechetical Ministry
PREP Winnie Bernardo

Catholic Women's League
President : Cecile Cartago

Knights Of Columbus
Felizardo Pagsanhan Jr.

Legion Of Mary
Fidel Carolino

Ministry Of Hospitality
Coordinator: Jose Cruz

Ministry Of Lectors
Coordinator: Armando Cordova

Music Ministry
Dr. Audrey Zylmans
Ana Marie Avendano
Noreen Nicolas

Project Advance Team
Art & Violet Tonido
Jun & Liezel Javier

Building Committee
Theo Vanden Hoven

Fund Raising Committee
Ruth & Jeric Alvarez

BAPTISM: Call the parish office to register for the Baptism Preparation Course. This is for parents and

godparents. It is held every 1st Saturday of the month from 1pm to 3pm. Baptism is every 3rd Sunday

of the month at 1pm

MARRIAGE: Arrangements are to be made through the pastor at least six months prior to your wedding

date. A marriage preparation course is a requirement of the Archdiocese. Secure a spot at all 

Marriage Prep courses. Go to registration webpage: http://rcav.org/m-prep/
CONVALIDATION: If your marriage was not celebrated as a Sacrament and you wish your marriage 

to be recognized by the Church, then call the parish office to make an appointment to see Fr. Jack
ANOINTING OF THE SICK : Call the parish office to request a hospital visit or for communion to 

the sick at home. 

FUNERALS: Please contact the office before making any arrangements with the Funeral Home.

MASS INTENTIONS: Did you know, Catholics can “offer" Mass? 

We do so for multiple reasons such as thanksgiving, for another person/s such as a birthday, 

graduation or wedding anniversary or as is most common, for the repose(peace) of the soul 

of someone who has died. Mass Offering envelopes are available at the back of the Church

 SACRAMENTAL LIFE OF THE PARISH

 Parish & Archdiocesan Events

Bequest Clause
The bequest can be added 

to your existing Will as codicil...

“I give and bequeath to the Roman
Catholic Archdiocese of Vancouver,
incorporated under a special Act of

Legislative Assembly of British
Columbia, and whose offices are

located in Vancouver, British
Columbia, for the benefit of HOLY
SPIRIT PARISH 244 Lawrence St.

New Westminster, BC V3M 5L1 the
sum of $_______ OR _____% of the

estate, or the total of the residue of
the estate.”

You can make an online
offering using your credit
card or set up automatic

weekly or monthly
donations 

Please visit our website:
holyspiritnewwest.ca
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Saint of the Day for September 15

    
   The Story of Our Lady of Sorrows

         For a while there were two feasts in honor of the Sorrowful Mother:
one going back to the 15th century, the other to the 17th century. For a
while both were celebrated by the universal Church: one on the Friday
before Palm Sunday, the other in September.
         The principal biblical references to Mary’s sorrows are in Luke 2:35
and John 19:26-27. The Lucan passage is Simeon’s prediction about a
sword piercing Mary’s soul; the Johannine passage relates Jesus’ words
from the cross to Mary and to the beloved disciple.
      Many early Church writers interpret the sword as Mary’s sorrows,
especially as she saw Jesus die on the cross. Thus, the two passages are
brought together as prediction and fulfillment.
       Saint Ambrose in particular sees Mary as a sorrowful yet powerful
figure at the cross. Mary stood fearlessly at the cross while others fled.
Mary looked on her Son’s wounds with pity, but saw in them the salvation
of the world. As Jesus hung on the cross, Mary did not fear to be killed, but
offered herself to her persecutors.

Reflection

          John’s account of Jesus’ death is highly symbolic. When Jesus gives
the beloved disciple to Mary, we are invited to appreciate Mary’s role in
the Church: She symbolizes the Church; the beloved disciple represents
all believers. 
     As Mary mothered Jesus, she is now mother to all his followers.
Furthermore, as Jesus died, he handed over his Spirit. Mary and the Spirit
cooperate in begetting new children of God—almost an echo of Luke’s
account of Jesus’ conception. Christians can trust that they will continue
to experience the caring presence of Mary and Jesus’ Spirit throughout
their lives and throughout history.

       

https://www.franciscanmedia.org/

Saints for September

 How to pray with Scripture

               

          
          It is usually most helpful when entering into a formal
period of prayer to spend some time quietening down and
centering on God.
        
         The following indications, known as “Anchor Points” have
been found to provide a good framework for your prayer.
Particularly important after coming to some inner quiet is the
slow entry and slow exit from prayer.

Four Anchor Points
 
  1. PREPARATION
Choose your place of prayer. Make yourself comfortable, you
may like to light a candle. Get in touch with your feelings:
What is my frame of mind? What do I want to say to the Lord;
what do I desire?

    2. ENTRY INTO PRAYER
Become quiet and still. Relax. Try to put aside any
distractions. Choose a passage of scripture. Make the sign of
the cross, visibly or in your heart. Ask the Holy Spirit to guide
your prayer. Read your chosen text slowly several times.
Notice what comforts or disturbs you.
  
   3. SLOW EXIT FROM PRAYER
Speak to the Lord in your own words about this time of
prayer, what has it meant to you. Perhaps finish with the
Glory be to the Father or a favourite prayer of your own. Make
a sign of the cross, internal or external. Leave your place of
prayer, thanking God for the time he has spent with you.
 
   4. REFLECTION AFTER PRAYER
Ask for whatever grace you need to respond to our Lord, “with
my whole heart, my whole soul, my whole mind”. If possible,
do this in a different place. Recall the prayer period: Was it
good to be at prayer? Did you learn something; maybe feel
that the Lord was asking something of you? Notice how you
are feeling now. You may find it helpful to jot down your
thoughts in a notebook.
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Holy Spirit Parish is a
community demonstrating that

God is known and loved
through living and proclaiming

the Gospel of Jesus Christ
taught by the Roman Catholic

Church through Word,
sacrament and service with

certain hope that all who
repent and believe will have

eternal life

1.  We see a parish that is diverse, Spirit-filled
and vibrant, joyously worshipping together.

2.  We see a parish generously caring for
each other with our time, treasure and talents.

3.  We see a parish with relevant, active and
well-led ministries that are mission-oriented.

4.  We see a new parish hall built in the next
3-5 years that serves as a gathering space
for parishioners to learn, connect, grow and
celebrate our faith.

                                Mission                      Vision                 
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Place your AD's here for only $150 for minimum 6 months or $275 for 12 months
 
.                 get a digital business card free (only 15 Slots available) 
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 https://holyspiritnewwest.ca        email: parish.hs@rcav.org 
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