
Twenty-sixth Sunday of Ordinary Time, Year A, 1st October 2023
‘Christ obedient unto death ’

             

           This week’s readings call us to turn to the Lord, modelling our actions and words on Christ Jesus.

The First Reading, from the prophet Ezekiel, gives hope. Those who think better of their situation and

renounce it are given life.

         The Psalm reveals the heartfelt prayer of someone turning away from their sin and embracing the gift

of new life.

          The apostle Paul shows what it is to give up sin and take on the mind of Christ (Second Reading). The

Church at Philippi was on the whole a source of joy for Paul, but here he appeals for greater unity. This is

reached only by imitating the humility of Christ, who became obedient even unto death. Out of love for us,

Christ even gives up his divinity, freely and without reservation. 

        Amidst growing tension following the overturning of the money changers’ tables in the Temple, the

religious leaders confront Jesus, demanding to know the source of his authority. Jesus tells the parable of

the two sons, and poses a question, causing the chief priests to reflect on the difference between putting

self or others first. By answering correctly, thereby aligning themselves to the boy who said he would do his

Father’s will but then doesn’t, they convict themselves (Gospel).

          This week, let us keep close to Christ, who obeyed the Father perfectly in word and deed. And let us

remember that it is never too late for us to turn to God and follow God’s will.

         

MASS TIMES

 
Weekday Mass

Weekend Mass

Saturday 9 am & 5 pm
Sunday 9 am & 11 am

 Monday, Wednesday 
&  Thursday - 9 am

Tuesday & Friday - 7 pm
 

Sacrament Of Confession
Saturday 9.30 am - 10am

 4 pm - 4.30 pm 
or by appointment

 

 PARISH OFFICE HOURS

Tuesday To Friday

10:00am - 4.30pm
Lunch Break 12pm - 1pm
 

Saturday
10.00am - 12:00 noon

 

Office is closed on
Monday

 

 

 

HOLY SPIRIT PARISH
 
                   244 Lawrence Street, New Westminster, BC. V3M 5L1

 
    https://holyspiritnewwest.ca           email: parish.hs@rcav.org

 
PHONE: 604-521-0334 

PASTOR - Rev. Joaquim Dias

 

In his intention for October  2023, Pope Francis prays:
For the Synod

We pray for the Church, that she may adopt listening and dialogue as
a lifestyle at every level, and allow herself to be guided by the Holy

Spirit towards the peripheries of the world.
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1.    Super, Natural Vancouver – Christian Witness and Mission in a Secular Age

What is the role of traditional Christianity in a region noted for its lack of traditional religious
belief or attendance at Church?
       The City of Vancouver in British Columbia statistically reports “no religion” as the number
one “religious identity,” consistent with the broader Pacific Northwest region of North
America called Cascadia. Scholars have argued that part of the reason Christianity struggles
on the West Coast is that Christendom was never fully established here. And yet, Christian
communities continue to worship, work and witness in the midst of this increasingly secular
context, where residents express their spirituality through what one scholar calls “reverential
naturalism.”
Location - St. Mark's College, 5935 Iona Drive, Vancouver
                     Wednesday, Oct 11, 2023      7:00 PM - 9:00 PM

           Register For Free

                                                                                      
2.   Addiction: From Pornography to Sexual Trafficking
   
          Pornography continues to spread worse than a pandemic, infecting more consumers—
men and women of all ages, and increasingly adolescents at a younger age. To meet
consumer demands, pornography moves into extreme forms, which in turn, leads to sexual
trafficking.
         This talk by Father David Bellusci, OP, addresses not only changing bad habits but also
how pornographic consumers contribute to the sexual trafficking industry.
Location - St. Mary's Parish Basement, 5251 Joyce Street, Vancouver
                    Thursday, Oct 12, 2023           7:00 PM - 8:30 PM     Free - All are welcome

          

Parish Ministries, Organization
& Services

Altar Servers Ministry

Be The Light Ministry
Coordinator: Noli Pangilinan

Catechetical Ministry
PREP Winnie Bernardo

Catholic Women's League
President : Cecile Cartago

Knights Of Columbus
Felizardo Pagsanhan Jr.

Legion Of Mary
Fidel Carolino

Ministry Of Hospitality
Coordinator: Jose Cruz

Ministry Of Lectors
Coordinator: Armando Cordova

Music Ministry
Dr. Audrey Zylmans
Ana Marie Avendano
Noreen Nicolas

Project Advance Team
Art & Violet Tonido
Jun & Liezel Javier

Building Committee
Theo Vanden Hoven

Fund Raising Committee
Ruth & Jeric Alvarez

BAPTISM: Call the parish office to register for the Baptism Preparation Course. This is for parents and

godparents. It is held every 1st Saturday of the month from 1pm to 3pm. Baptism is every 3rd Sunday

of the month at 1pm

MARRIAGE: Arrangements are to be made through the pastor at least six months prior to your wedding

date. A marriage preparation course is a requirement of the Archdiocese. Secure a spot at all 

Marriage Prep courses. Go to registration webpage: http://rcav.org/m-prep/
CONVALIDATION: If your marriage was not celebrated as a Sacrament and you wish your marriage 

to be recognized by the Church, then call the parish office to make an appointment to see Fr. Jack
ANOINTING OF THE SICK : Call the parish office to request a hospital visit or for communion to 

the sick at home. 

FUNERALS: Please contact the office before making any arrangements with the Funeral Home.

MASS INTENTIONS: Did you know, Catholics can “offer" Mass? 

We do so for multiple reasons such as thanksgiving, for another person/s such as a birthday, 

graduation or wedding anniversary or as is most common, for the repose(peace) of the soul 

of someone who has died. Mass Offering envelopes are available at the back of the Church

 SACRAMENTAL LIFE OF THE PARISH

 Parish & Archdiocesan Events

Bequest Clause
The bequest can be added 

to your existing Will as codicil...

“I give and bequeath to the Roman
Catholic Archdiocese of Vancouver,
incorporated under a special Act of

Legislative Assembly of British
Columbia, and whose offices are

located in Vancouver, British
Columbia, for the benefit of HOLY
SPIRIT PARISH 244 Lawrence St.

New Westminster, BC V3M 5L1 the
sum of $_______ OR _____% of the

estate, or the total of the residue of
the estate.”

You can make an online
offering using your credit
card or set up automatic

weekly or monthly
donations 

Please visit our website:
holyspiritnewwest.ca
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Saint Francis of Assisi - Oct 4th
      The patron saint of Italy, Francis of 
Assisi was a poor little man who 
astounded and inspired the Church by taking the gospel literally—
not in a narrow fundamentalist sense, but by actually following all
that Jesus said and did, joyfully, without limit, and without a sense
of self-importance.
      Serious illness brought the young Francis to see the emptiness of his
frolicking life as leader of Assisi’s youth. Prayer—lengthy and difficult—led
him to a self-emptying like that of Christ, climaxed by embracing a leper he
met on the road. It symbolized his complete obedience to what he had heard
in prayer: “Francis! Everything you have loved and desired in the flesh it is
your duty to despise and hate, if you wish to know my will. And when you
have begun this, all that now seems sweet and lovely to you will become
intolerable and bitter, but all that you used to avoid will turn itself to great
sweetness and exceeding joy.”
        From the cross in the neglected field-chapel of San Damiano, Christ told
him, “Francis, go out and build up my house, for it is nearly falling down.”
Francis became the totally poor and humble workman.
He must have suspected a deeper meaning to “build up my house.” But he
would have been content to be for the rest of his life the poor “nothing” man
actually putting brick on brick in abandoned chapels. He gave up all his
possessions, piling even his clothes before his earthly father—who was
demanding restitution for Francis’ “gifts” to the poor—so that he would be
totally free to say, “Our Father in heaven.” He was, for a time, considered to
be a religious fanatic, begging from door to door when he could not get
money for his work, evoking sadness or disgust to the hearts of his former
friends, ridicule from the unthinking.
        But genuineness will tell. A few people began to realize that this man was
actually trying to be Christian. He really believed what Jesus said:
“Announce the kingdom! Possess no gold or silver or copper in your purses,
no traveling bag, no sandals, no staff” (Luke 9:1-3).
Francis’ first rule for his followers was a collection of texts from the Gospels.
He had no intention of founding an order, but once it began he protected it
and accepted all the legal structures needed to support it. His devotion and
loyalty to the Church were absolute and highly exemplary at a time when
various movements of reform tended to break the Church’s unity.
           Francis was torn between a life devoted entirely to prayer and a life of
active preaching of the Good News. He decided in favor of the latter, but
always returned to solitude when he could. He wanted to be a missionary in
Syria or in Africa, but was prevented by shipwreck and illness in both cases.
He did try to convert the sultan of Egypt during the Fifth Crusade.
During the last years of his relatively short life, he died at 44, Francis was
half blind and seriously ill. Two years before his death he received the
stigmata, the real and painful wounds of Christ in his hands, feet and side.
           On his deathbed, Francis said over and over again the last addition to
his Canticle of the Sun, “Be praised, O Lord, for our Sister Death.” He sang
Psalm 141, and at the end asked his superior’s permission to have his clothes
removed when the last hour came in order that he could expire lying naked
on the earth, in imitation of his Lord.

       

https://www.franciscanmedia.org/

Saints for October

 Novena To Saint Francis

               

          
        

Where there is Love and Wisdom, 
there is neither Fear nor Ignorance.

Where there is Patience and Humility, 
there is neither Anger nor Annoyance.

Where there is Poverty and Joy, 
there is neither Cupidity nor Avarice.

Where there is Peace and Contemplation, 
there is neither Care nor Restlessness.

Where there is Fear of God to guard the dwelling, 
there no enemy can enter.

Where there is Mercy and Prudence, 
there is neither Excess nor Harshness.    (Admonition XXVII) 

Reflection
            Saint Francis of Assisi   was one of most free people who
has ever lived—internally free, that is. His conversion had its
dramatic moments (for example, embracing a leper along the
road), but it was an ongoing, progressive opening himself to
God’s grace and to the life changes which that grace always sets
in motion.
            Because we are constantly tempted to think that God will
ask too much from us, we wonder: “Will the first pair of virtues in
each line above lead us to what concludes each line? 
Will love and wisdom truly keep us from fear and ignorance?”
           Thomas of Celano, the first biographer of Francis, wrote
that the Poor Man of Assisi seemed to his contemporaries like “a
man from another world.” He increasingly based his life on God’s
sense of “normal”—and that meant progressively deeper
conversion to God’s ways.
             God’s grace needs room to work in a person’s life.
Conversion creates that room in us by reassessing what is truly
important and what is not. The beggar whom Francis could easily
have dismissed became an instrument of God’s grace.

Prayer

Good and gracious God, you have created us in
your image and likeness. We are constantly

tempted to try to improve on your work by finding
some shortcut, some way that will save us time

and energy. Help us to remember, as Saint Francis
of Assisi knew very well, that conversion to your

ways is indeed the quickest and only reliable way
to you.

                                                                                         
Pat McCloskey, OFM     https://www.franciscanmedia.org                                      
                                                                                            

Holy Spirit Parish is a
community demonstrating that

God is known and loved
through living and proclaiming

the Gospel of Jesus Christ
taught by the Roman Catholic

Church through Word,
sacrament and service with

certain hope that all who
repent and believe will have

eternal life

1.  We see a parish that is diverse, Spirit-filled
and vibrant, joyously worshipping together.

2.  We see a parish generously caring for
each other with our time, treasure and talents.

3.  We see a parish with relevant, active and
well-led ministries that are mission-oriented.

4.  We see a new parish hall built in the next
3-5 years that serves as a gathering space
for parishioners to learn, connect, grow and
celebrate our faith.

                                Mission                      Vision                 
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Place your AD's here for only $150 for minimum 6 months or $275 for 12 months
 
.                 get a digital business card free (only 15 Slots available) 
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 https://holyspiritnewwest.ca        email: parish.hs@rcav.org 

PHONE: 604-521-0334 
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